
Colorado Youth Symphony Orchestras
Viola and Bass “Crossover Assistance Grants” 

• Any violinist or cellist that auditions and is accepted into any of the 3 CYSO Orchestras may apply for a “Crossover
Assistance Grant” to play viola or bass respectively in the orchestra.

• Interested students should audition on their regular instrument in April but indicate their interest on the audition form.

• CYSO will provide 7-weeks of group lessons on viola and bass over the summer at no cost to the students. Each student
must attend at least 5 of the 7 lessons.

• The student will then re-audition in the fall on the new instrument for the appropriate conductor. He or she will 
have to demonstrate that they are able to perform the requisite skills for that instrument as listed on the CYSO
requisite skills form.

• Students who pass the final audition in the fall will receive a “Crossover Assistance Grant” in the amount of $100, which
will help to offset instrument rental or purchase fees that may be necessary. They will perform on the new instrument for
the entire year. At the end of the year they may opt to audition for the following year on their original instrument or on
the new instrument.

• The number of grants will be limited to the number of seats needed to fill each section in each orchestra. For example, if
the conductor of Sinfonia considers, based on the number of other instruments in the ensemble, that 10 violists consti-
tutes a full section and has 7 following the spring auditions, then 3 “Crossover Assistance Grants” will be available for
Sinfonia violinists in the fall.

Goals and Benefits: These “Crossover Assistance Grants” will help to balance the CYSO orchestras accordingly, making
ensembles of higher artistic quality, thereby benefiting everyone. An additional benefit for those who learn these instru-
ments, which are in great demand, is that the students will become more marketable and desirable during the college (and
for some, professional) application process, greatly increasing their college scholarship possibilities. Finally, the odds of
moving up into the next higher orchestra, or to a higher seat within the orchestra, are far greater for violists and bassists
than they are for violinists and cellists.


